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FOREWORD 

'‘Rain of Effulgence” is a collection of Srimathi 
Adavikolanu Parvathi’s poems, composed in Telugu at 
different times and now rendered into English. 

The poems are marked by an agreeable variety of 
theme and tone, thought and texture. The very first poem 
gives utterance to the poet’s love of Mother Bharat. 

0 Creatrix : 0 Mother Bharat 

The Snowy Mountains your silver crown 

The Vindhyas are the golden thread that runs 

round your gigantic girth 

Cape Comerin is the comely anklet of yours 

In "River of Poesy” is presented the edifying idea 
of poetry turning into an impassioned cry against social 
injustice and iniquity; it paves the way to a new order: 

It raises its voice against the anguished 

plight of the penurious rabble 

Whose bellies are aflame with shooting tongues 

of hunger 

•'Never to the Undeserved Dedicate Life” paints the 
anguish of frustrated love and ends on a hortatory note : 

Love is love only when it stands the fiery tests 

and storms of life : 

If such love you fail to find 
Better be a virgin life-long. 
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It Is a fervent call to women that "Revolt” contains. 
They should rise and revolt aga inst an unkind world of 
male chauvinism and domination : 

Revolt! 

Revolt that you may progress 

Revolt that the spirit of equality may grace the 

earth : 

The poet pays high tribute to Kasturiba Gandhi, a 
great lady, who embodied in herself the glory of India 
womanhood by her simplicity, sacrrfice and piety : 

You stood guard to his life and work 

Through thick and thin 

And rightly had Gandhi said : 

“My fame rests on her sacrifices’’. 

The title-poem is a pleasing picture of a new heaven 
on earth in which liberty, equality and fraternity are no 
mete slogans but demonstrable realities : 

It’s a rain of equality, a rain of belonging. 

It’s a new rain of light flooding the entire world. 

There is in these poems a keen social awareness as 

well aa a sensitive apprehension of life, World chimes in 
with feeling and the poet’s message comes home in the 
accents of true conviction. Shri G. Srirama Murthy has 
done commendably a good job of the translation* 

I congratulate the poet and hope, that the volume 
will be received well by all lovers of poetry. 


M. R. APPAROW 
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AVULA SAMBA SIVA RAO 
High Court Judge 
Hyderabad. 

Dear Smt• Parvati garu, 

Yesterday 1 have received your three books Valayamlo- 
banisa, Padmalu - Parijatalu, Udayapavanalu. My wife 
and I appreciate very much your fine gesture in sending us 
your writings. We love good literature. We are sure that 
these three books of yours, will further confirm our high 
regard for you as a writer. 


It is very nice of you to have sent my wife and me a 
copy of your collection of short stories “Mandaralamala'’. 
As you have stated in your introduction you have taken the 
place of woman in the Indian society as your subject. 
The position of woman in India will have to be re-assessed 
and new values about her should be found. I am sure your 
short stories will help in this process. 

I have received your book ‘'Arunakiranalu”. So you 
area Savyasachi. You are a finished artist not only in 
prose writing but also in writing free verse. 

(Sd) A, SambasivaraQ' 
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-&*§”<£ rSjSjr =c3^orir>sSr”^g^?5^Kr i narration es^ 

esS'^SoofcMoS. s5a^ =cr°o£5b oS>^v% 
^«5©£)^St e^i68^oSo g"^?^ oS&y°'i§acOj 


0^S»f}T'ex> ^o&&r°$)o-3,ob Z& 

T^F’o&golS »3x^cxoe;§ ^ ^ g^S^y, Hats off 
for your frankness, ar^u^ ir^^oco. 


©iassSe's’co ■^iicSg's^) 

... •& tfo 

3^°^” WlS ■vS&FTZXl o3b§^M^OTT’ "tf^otfSoS TJ'” 
Wtf^S&o T3-°er D g'&7V 5 ^kt^om. Afco-BC^&crtS 
S^6. &£ex> ifcJ^cer 6 “Kb&feT 6 esg'SaS^exJcdr'ooo. 
1*0°*$”, "&sJ’sr'i6vg«o 
5J»^e>D £wn> S^'fcef’oSl ■S)g' i _»^r^^p>fS=ro^ ? 5X^ 
«‘®’S e »* : Otf sSo w . ejS . ^£kp S'V 

^c5S)«X sr>§£JS». ‘‘&acn>tf 3 ” ^^aK^c}5oo. KJ55cr^aj 
^Doi58 l^c&ice^ ,. g'p^^o^p^« 3 ” Ao»j o 

■Cfc^aS^ttS). g^e;e5e^o -CSg^^Si £>tSz)o$o, “S'Ocy > ^, ^ ,e>3 

... etf screx/’. Oh! How fine it is ? Really it is 
fine- “j^iCisx ,,. T7»2Sb” This is a great quota- 
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tlOH. tfsS<&fr°?'«5' rS ... Sog&^ofi.” 

very fine. A fine comment on cinefield- tfsSTo&s* 

^S'SSbsScgS'-’’ ©^sSj-oijexj 'Sr’^^p^ooo, 
»83o7V" S'SeJ-'&^oo xJ&tt' &-&S, 

ST^o-SoS, 

* * * ' * * 

Aoto^ sS>?S BeottsrsS ^P’ls^S' 

Q** *8* ^^s&j^rrcS 

tf&tSoa £$&£> ^ep 

aSboZT^^oSb^o ^$00 Sf^bS)^ Tr^ooer 0 ds£P^ooo. 

S'tfoaer* ^ rS o5^, 6fiT*t>« feiSoiSboer* 

o 0 

* *£>o6. KJoSbrassoey^ 0)<bos5o£3 
£9&»;So43 ^SSeT 8 ift&Ab 

JSto^€T» rJO^O&T^iS S5»^cS5^>0. 

&3"->tf-tf<5ex> •tfasj'SS). K6 $-&*$) £>s5825§er* 

Q 

Clementina Black, Sarah Grand sSo 43 tftfoooB'o 

tf-tftfexi sSxT^ooo. kt'SjS'S SXr®S'-i5?3e> 'S;5bg' kg' 

<$£gS5bo, X>s5j-*aoer* zj&rtbS^ W^gcSboo, tfo^boe?'* 
i>^iS-6^ae» artf-tftfg* <^ex> eafctfosfcsS^ 
sr ’ 8fi war^ako sr>8-E$3€r* ^So^sSn- 0 r?^ 

*£«»• sx»t6iiSeo-■ tftftfw ^(35o^o-s^g' Aa^sS^ex> 
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|r£)0-u! . ^Kvr> l^oWoeF'’ f6cvr°tfo 

lS|SS'ex)?5G:3^3cr o , sSjjSs'o^ escSSrofdsSbK^pl) 
jj3T°c3i)^^n> 3|8g'er s Kjo^^ 5&S)I "e^joo (J3{£§q-l55^r<> 
^tiSySb! 

* * * 5 P % 

(i) S^rao fo^aSr^esg#'5'^ 

SXr-5T”gfd^^o ^)^s"o -gr^oa. -^y'Wer® esg£ 
oj°«i> tfSsS&czs'iS, i3e»s»!^§oo3r 3 tf-tf?Sex) 

e3&(j£#2j§'&?$5jofi. fcScXolf § 

7r>8er»oi3sr>&§ %a£_8 o-tf&b, sr>g«^«r 8 <D ;Hn>dg 
srg^exi ^cSSaS"^ ar»S)cXxj5^§ ^fj^kwTT 0 =^er° esfc§ 
^cSxjg' o7V°^;y^coo. 

* * * * 

■fy ergs'Qsr&S ^og'iy£q?£)rr , & 

(M. A. ph. D.) 

y “aSx> ScXwsS' 1 ^’ XaoSka fcssjrsltfFT”e>3 J sSbosy°7y°t> 
J$r°e) £>Q£) £3sSofio-u)®£i. g"#ex) S'Selex) H5o&b;5b zStf 

_ - ... «n«-w-fci 

S$r°^ (_^XjiSb?5go Scn>S &&>~S' a S)S\<55os$x>-$ 

Ko tSf^^iSw^Sb vT’iM^SbyS^S). &&1|© 
o6l&> ?5tf£J5bS^SSbajv 
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<h ^ 

Wots^ooo. XoS^&o. sjtf!3 

tfs&oo &oh Skr^iSo ^tfjfr'Affotf^bfiSoSo etfo 

Qo^e&i. 

* ■ * * * 

($) 53 D 3’d ^O&tfoiVO^ 

SXr»KP>£^e», r#eA g'a&ix ^asr°;&, ^(Jc55b 

£|5 ^ |3dSx^o &§','& 1 JSb^S, ' i5b£(&\s5' r * ftsex)§6 
S^ox)*6'•&S'43sir«J'o5fe ^ao-sfcrai c55o©^ck§ 

£TTT , ex> gkroSaStfew. 
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"S’cSsSS' ■& ~ = K$$T*ZX) =uT°OJ5bkX>^> 

«a» 

■^o2&& e3^5b^j7v° ^T’dSowt&^S. -^"T^cS&reejib^ 

#o3' rfi 8j'l^r»8 eS£5Sr»K3o«'0^ 

oe5^ 'eSt3&^S&(357’>e}§ Y Vo )j>x o c5Sb'20Sc£> < -^l^cXxroe)^ 

&ij T>«5gWF T, ^S)cn> &Or-Z$g& iDoo, (j3&&tf’-i5ocoS$ex>, ?f^je» 
1^ ^SsSoss’ e5^ej^r j £Sx37T 5 & ^dSooSSb x^ej^aSS'osS^ 
SPe^ugc:^ 8 S»(j5^>£> e3o7V=;S)5r > ^5Sex), g^oo WooosS 
£§. §^^&s5bcr»J!i j 7V'8Ki§$S &&>$8>o£ 

w^ot^Do? v8l ^S^e&adex) 

”^0c55o : ^^D^r D ') p5b, -&■ sSSXj s-°3§ ^r°a5oo^ <^oe5' r8 es& 

_ 0 oi, ^ -D 

tSoS^ £x>o&>Zxrth ^oT 0 ^ 5 ^. ^n»lro6^^ex), ^SoS&oo* 
^ojj^c^by^jQoSB^dS 15 ^^£y>iT £9ooo^5 §^ ^§o« €3£T« 

ST’&J ^0^bS$r°4D ^spj&^o 7X*ef><^ 
sIott 0 ..§^-'' c55b§S. es§V e)^^Tj^^7V°8S 
oo -^Sc^^c^^r^cfo. -& ^(3Scn>£^ tsoKoeS^I 
.e^fisSSo-O^'- 2§. ^^8^7^50 &>|j>5R)g ei&SPS- 

§o^*sr< a5bo£>§"^).ex)Scr*5Ttf5b* srSo Kjo^j^ eT"o^ 3 eSo?C 
^T^S^O&'ex). sr>8§ JiSf^ dxrao 

,&ti0ZZ&~i§£cS*O OOKT* KPc55bo^ :7r 0 tfsSo^ Y ^V. .5r o O® 

sStf o£r*$ 31)^55 InPo"^ sS-^^^oD^^f) 
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W&cs88 , Fr«-^ 

!?d£ro©^ es 0 Xoer*§ a&jSao>r»e&, £)QS 

■ga7?(SSr»e» aoffl, gVlC, #^§*§8, tf'asSg, 
a’£atf,c&T*$0i5‘, ««6n^, aa&§^, tfcr^tfio, ^•j&g 
ttr°Xc, tr&tfj (Sg^S qo^> gefo SjSgW* a-tfyxo 
^S), esa^^o-^asCoi cfoo, ^ ^)f5 -g-^ 

^er- OoXott”, agsSo^oTT’ “gaerg's^” sSw^a^a^ 
■V*> 0 #X MsSr*£€H&Tr’t£>&, jro®?!5 -Oil . dsfcs^fe 53. 
^fSS si'esSj^oa. ^»si3ribo-S> ao 

Sott 5 a-Sos^, /^$?g ) g'5S»|J$r3S) e£iSb Xno«5;$i0er° 
TSr°*S>&oiM£i^ f^£5S|Tjgr «^S5e» f>^ XplS^tfTr 0 ^ 
7V-8I ■ff'^SSui ^efj^o^ex).. 

&d g'xSS' -tm VoiScTY*, ag'grl^ocT^ ak^o-Qtf 

(0a <5fcsr^ sT^es sr-S^aefex. 

— ss>#S)ir i, ©& 


# 





§ y *S>^>o<£S' 

eoAs'e>otf®'»§ &o&& s5bo$>^'S-’ 0 X 

”° eaa %Z13j$ $'£)&£s$>$ t§<& ^rso^io es^oKr>d 

^sfStooS. Xo[S§ e*X&-*<&>6 .^asb© 63^ 

S'O^der* ^sSr»gsrOotfsS s5tfiS$^ [S^So^S^oQ. 
fc9o^er* ^-»o[s3s3^c3i) ^o^er®wgy© ) $'£r o §e? r ® 
«o^sS»<3P BSSTr^aSc&oeS^^rrfoMlS 

0&&a* 0 a, "sfcSr^rfg 

eSbr^SolpSastf fS'^SS'sJcxojS -Xb'So, Wo/Vtfo sSSo^ 
©Bd $>o<£Seja£> & j0 -g-° W&sj^ 0 ^c55cr»ejl§ 

^ e*b a&a_07jr»g»^ 

(CvT"-Oo : ^ ^£^o<3g'<y,& ^&> < ^§ r °$&ozS6~t ^SSto^-Sooa 

sp r^L. °~ 

^ «5ar»en>&§ aP?v> &XX;v (^ost-oSO ^afcj^o 
=cr°&>. S'S)sS^aSd5j-»p^ .sSB^r&o^o^ 

&voix>oti&c<T‘ ^ogs$$$r> dr-tfgSr* <a> G & 
r esoXtfxSir^^ sF&ftr*, ewSbsSao-tf^Sa 
e)^07r> ^e$^oT»<s-5'jS|oeJ r ® 

^r.ooe5-«» ^Tspasfi SoS^tfsPgS^BPoo XsS-^otpS 
e>ax>ll oiS'^sr ^Qo^^Tsr’ej? 



^j&S^goosr ST’I Xd £a>c<SS'e>?£> 

v™ —d (5 

^.^Soosr>, e5Ks6osr> ftssfcsSao-tfsrai 

e30"°o&3 ^^r^sfe, 

e^^piSo %r6&a$>zr°w°tf&c3o 
Soi»o25^ tfoS-ff^eT* ^olS^ST ^d&geJ&b, 

^zr D sS^tffaSo,New year comes saying 

all the six tastes are alike equal w^sSol^ ejo-ck 

gbo\&7V OSo^^^oTV 1 eSp&^SovT 0 ^. 

qefojiF* ei^o-ff-'P fe^°sSo. ■ woookt 1 qex^l^ 

dso^itfb. s^tfrao &©^fcr D ^7V 5 '$ ^T’Jj^ddo 53"°IF* 
s55rSo ef>?0 -cSS^tf l^§r»o-tfs5-i£’y &■&>«<& ©tth/T" S# 
{So-0-‘Sij r _o-iS'do £$b?Sl3^cer £ kS S'SiibiSooa! -g : 3‘Sx^^^;3^”ex> , 
; “^^eSo^jejeT 8 ” f5o^a^oa, ^>¥^XF*g'^% n ’^* &xo8o 
■^e» Kp^esoMKr* s$.^&>$5jex> 65^^*^ ^o8&Ss5i»o"?§ 
.■■■SS8£>eS|to qnsb&$ \XX®^'$oo&$ ^r£>o£> 

^C”ur t, e ■ ■ 

sr> ef> ( &sr°5r>s>§ ^5 «5 c4jj-» £&r»"$8b>, 

e5^53^«So» jerks'srtf-g-’oo esossel I3©^^_ s5i»^o7v» 
"So&^T’oiex) ^sSaSSbo^KT’ sSa^Sg' ott^ 

fto^ceT 6 Kbo'S3Sx , »8 > yS ,ioSfeol3T-» J 
■&f$$5T a &o#r‘tp Mo"yS'^o. e^PStx^So-ozr 1 e5o^S^r”|^.^» 
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t?£5bsj T! JSo ^r°^5’e7°o43a, ftSo^o £3o"€o, 
ftoESo fsoSS&b; Koraodso^fj eJoJS’o^oJiJdb, ycxxfel ^)§’k_c5' rS 

S$j»i3§ y ' 8 , §^43§^ a^-fiT^ ^oSib- 7T 

&&>oT°tfo es^sSl sS"^), £o&tv°S*' &3oQ^ri&, 

&. Jio. £>. ^eT. gV^¥°o, tf 0 d3 ^CPSSbS&pS^ 

ef>tfm5®. 
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sr^cSSjrwej ^(SfaSbcrfciSboatfo 
l)tf;S&bex> -cSSooooSoso 
iS&SKrs&oa ^&oooO®bi£> fb^MoMj. 


$tf;5©^ Sfi^s&naoa h2>o&& 

JSbfr»!F v S^eX5 ^sSc^sS d^oooo5bi& 

e5rfe tftf&oexi Ss^FsSScwoorr 0 t^«ooao50j& fef^rSo 
SS^'aS’ej^ «? (jhiSfr*^o; 

! 

■g-ooSsSbooo 1 V'oSiSbooo ! 
tfS^oST^ej I ^roeJ^it) ! 
ibSE^ s5&fD'?^)dib 

^■0^233500 ! £tf>2S3$)0 ! 

1 $'tS&iArScxx>by ! tfiSbJfo^osSir^ ! 

K5«Sbf5o^ejo5ir^ ! 

tfosfos, Sb08s a ej$oJi»o «oXs£>§'''*s5b~^ I 
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^'5T B C > 0'C5b §s5cr D 6t)^) 
^OeS-tfg' zr°8 

S'rfr D 8rfsSir o j ! 

_D c? 


SifED.iSo&bS) .^exiSj^rdO 
TT’gXtc 5cr=^oco?5 nJ>£) 
J^|j3^oSb?<biJb^ 
JSifctf^TSS 13©;Ss£r^ ! 


:5?<£);3-nS*j §^?cS;5m 

T __o 

sr»of)ir # tf-'Sl>D"Se3 st-£oooK 

CO 

#.tf s^tfsfco 
t£2*£>&Sf ■■ 7Y^ir D ax*l)^ l \5b J 

£B 


W*gX Z$j~*’£o£> §J5 
«ioe5j\5e5^^a3 t3T£) TV’O^ 
^>*3 $(&}?£>?£>?£> (^Tr°£$b 

WSb&T^. 



^T’S'eSo 

KjO^iD^bo/T°o5j* 0 5 Kjex>s5K 
Kjf»S «?5e) ^©fjKX’sSib- 


K3o^2So£5«-o-"§ £>^23 
sSKbSk Stf©^ ^PKg^Sj) 


waSb^SSj^w^^JSS oir^sS 
■’fesSTV StM 


TfS^tS fr^ex^tfoX^© 


S^iGrBXjaSb^r'sS'^ex) DfiSgexi 
tfsS-»?S3o &^0 Sit) 


S'^jl'dr*'^ sy»I©. 

er*g's£n>'?r' 1 £>§o ?T*kH& 
fctfsr’S ! h& sS^Soo 

S'iScn^^b §'^r>5sr»?5^ 

.■ 0 - • -0 

OoS^JJ oS^sSm sSr^lsiw^ St) I 

^rtft$13$ss5£ "^^(sSvrtf wy iracSgoS'*) 
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it o Si 

s£r®cooo43 iSi)o5-St)Jx.^ 
i£r®S'o43 

5b»S> sg)£3tf ■S r ' 6 <b 
SexisS'iS ^SlF’ex) 

"SexiXaTS ^)pr , ge» 

^r»^-E58eS^ii^ ^'zlsj-'o 
SStfoSb^jStfs&j &l^sS-*o 
wSjir^Xi feiSb^rBo 
wS^odiSbXb btetfr-Xo 

fed'txs^j&Xb ^r*o 
£>o3"*2&Xb ^02* £i<3i>S$r _ '0 
S>Afc S ’^*0000 *^»£>6‘3'$r 
^o«S^S r ^8'o ! 


—^ , — 

-~&>- 




4 



i 


<^*0 


ibfiio o3" 0 boo§' n, £3 tsr-Sooc 

eo eJ 


SOiSbgS 




s5ex)S5'u<Se!& v ' s |ji525£>S> §^o5b&j r _'^sr D ^ 


bs'oJ&Sr 0 sSosSb&a^ai. 


^oT°? J^3^SSl5£c55oo^eS "oKos5^ sSb^^oJ^'ooorf' 

«£&©$ j§' r V>Ao-cSsr , S>§ 

■ri-JfcwSi KjoScr^ZoOeJ^® exroEJ 3 ^^^ ^r°5T°©^ 
e&iH-D ^c35ozr*S)i 
g^^Sdfcn© (jS#b$£, SB.5& 

i^S&S') B «8S';58&0 ^TV^ST'I) ! 

L <y~ <p (f> 

^©SjSTj^B 13 ©§"(jSsSJ^ ?S S^R)Ox3 -, 0 1 

ia^B&ejo &Ko'SF' , ej§ 



& JT £> 


ss^ aoSgds7r°a 

^7V*a -3- 

essomiSb^oo 03o3ox5ooo;67° 

■g-’aoosko S'sisibo XJiSb'So tf;5b;5cn> —3— 

T a so 

67*K3o9o»tP , oaS8'grfoo eT®^7r° 
iOx5^3o^5o "51*73^00 l^cSwX’ 

^KOiShtfcSo^OO ^)O§'8OS07V° 

^«00^£>eS^Q^)oSS) Scn>5^7T' — S5— 
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ISejotolSS'sko 

l$txfozy>tfv 8;5glfs&o 
O^ZSTr* 


eso^Jfc^) svlt 

SS>^»0*'rr°g5Jr3g«& r oSidiSba'' 

Sr»eSjSx>t>S5b 

&tfgzrrr°col 5b£> ll&;5co 

Ef'tf^ejpSb sSo^SK^io 
sr- x3 


XJs^cXxjcX&a J5fc3?S 

^Tf5Q'^co^;5b £©§ 8^<b 
tfg Sj*03 Wr\Z$£&oti 

^ _ o 
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KANTHI VARSHAM 

(Rain of Effulgence) 


Telugu Original 
by 

Smt. ADAVIKOLANU PARVATHI 

English Translation 
by 

Dr. G. SRIRAMA MURTY, 

M. A., Ph. D, 




Translator’s Note 


I have chosen a few pieces of Smt- Par- 
vati’s poetry for translating into English because 
I was moved by the authenticity of her voice. 
Her voice is unlike the voice of any other poet 
in our Telugu literature.Daughter of a reformist 
father, she is a chip of the old block- Her poetry 
breathes the fire of revolution and tries to put a 
new heart in the hopeless? hapless tradition 
bound women of Andhra. She is the first femi¬ 
nist poet of Andhra. I am sorry I could not 
translate enough of her fiery poems- I am rigid 
in selecting and presenting her range of thought 
and emotion. 

I have tried to tread close to the original. 
My aim has been to catch the spirit of the orginal 
and put it across in English idiom faithfully as 
far as the genius of an alien language allows it. 
Sometimes I have to expand a little; some times 
contract. But I never allowed myown feelings to 
creep in. 1 have chosen only such pieces as would 
lend themselves for poetic treatment in English 
without a loss of spirit or imaginative accuracy. 
I have avoided literal translation except when 
such a translation helps create Indian atmosphere 
which, at all costs,must be preserved. In the poem 
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‘New year comes’ for instance, the line ‘saying all 
the six tastes are alike equal’is an exact translation 
and makes little senee outside the Indian context* 
However,I kept it because it creates typical Indian 
atmosphere; for counting of primary tastes as 
six (shadrasas) is unknown outside India. ‘Six 
seasons with which ‘six tastes’ matches in the 
poem is a more widely known Indian concept 
a nd it simply intensifies the atmosphere. 

I do not claim any credit for my transla¬ 
tions- Every one knows the limitations of a 
translator, especially when the two media are 
entirely dissimilar and radically different. It is 
as difficult as a heart transplantation and its 
survival value is equally doubtful- Again, it has 
been said and said Well too, that a translation 
is like a wife who is not faithful if beautiful and 
if faithful is not beautiful. However there are 
a few. very few indeed, wives who are beautiful 
and also faithful. If my translations belong to 
this rare species, I shall be happy. 

A- M*A. L. College, G. SRIR AM AM URTY, 

Anakapalle- Vice-Principal. 
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O Crea.-bxa.2s ! O IL£o-bls.ex Biia.xsu-t! 

O Creatrix! O Mother Bharat! 

The Snowy Mountain is your silver crown 

The Vindhyas are the golden thread that runs 
round your gigantic girth 

Cape Comer in is the comely anklet of yours 

The Godavari and the Krishna are the deep 
dark locks of you 

And the several projects of planned prosperity 
are gemset-chains that deck your parted 
hair, 

Ramakrishna and Vivekananda are the eternal 
symbols of your spiritual splendour, 

Bose, Bhagat Singh and Vir Savarkar 

They are the ever green elms of undying heroism 

Padmavathi and Mallamamba, 

Celebrated fire-consumed queens of chastity, 

Are the unparalleled exemplars of unswerving 
wifely virtue, 

Molla, Rangajamma and Madhuravani 
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Golden-tongued goddesses of poetry 

Are the inspiration of your sweetest songs 

Hampi, Amaravati and Vijayapuri 

Are the abodes, of your peerless treasures of ar 

Nalanda, Ujjain and Taxila 
Are the world-surprising universities of you 
wonder world- 


O Mother Bharat!! 

Land of Gold f 

Fifty crores of people live m your ap 

kindness, 

Fifty crores of your children 


Mother Bharat! 


(Original: Janayitri) 



WELCOME 


Hail Time! 

Hail modern times! 

Don t be a source of our problems as of yore. 
Let there be richest harvests in the field. 

Let our homes be filled with the joy of yield. 

Let all the shackles break 

Let all the goodness wake 

Look at the dumb mass of people 

And give them science and scruple 

Remove their superstition, 

Foster material aspiration 

of Human consideration 
Let our yards smell sweet with Floral fragrance 
Making them places of pleasure, drowning sense 
Let our hearts be shot with full-moon splendour 
And let divinity shine there in wonder 
In place of demonaic rancour 
Behold the troubles of the Earth, 

Let there be a rain of ambrosial virtue 



May your reign be a reign of laughter : 

May your care be full of flowering banter : 
May you be people's pleasure : 

May calamity be nature’s forgotten measure : 
Welcome to you O Time, 

Welcome, modern Times- 

(Original: Swagatham) 
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P’or’tTxaa.e ©.antd. ILIisifox't-u.aa.e 


Fortune and misfortune differ only by a minute 
Misfortune is that which pulls you over into 
the sea unawares. 

When you, standing on the edge of time, are 
gazing at the bottomless sea below. 

If, on the other hand. Time hurls you gently 
into backyard 

Where blooms a garden fragrant with Jasmine 
and Jaji 

Know it as your fortune- 

The self - same minute 

You weep away your luckless life 

Remembering the critical minute, every minute 

Muttering, “If it were not so at the minute” 

When you meet the minute of success 

You say “Ah, how lucky 

Forget all about it the next minute, 

And lose yourself in the swing of winging 
pleasures. • . - , ■ ' 

Pray, tell me what is in your hands? 

(Original: Adristam-Duradristam) 
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Justice Blinded 


Justice and morality sleep in the warmth of 
paper files 

Where land-lords rule the roast 
Under the aegis of a capitalist state 
Chickenery and fraud dance unashamed in the 
street. 1 

With a legislator as your friend and a minister 
your kin 

You wallow in wealth untold- 
You dance attendance, with an open pursei on 
unscrupulous officers 
Your atrocities and violent;inhumanities 
Disappear : behind the screen of money and 
influence. 

The weaker man loses his suit always. 

Be it a court higher or lower, it matters little 
Goddess of Justice is blinded 
In a dazzling rain of gold. 
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RXYEK- or 1 POESY 


Fresh as full - blown lotus 
White exceeding far the jasmine sheen 
Cool as moon-light bright 
Strike us the hearts of the good. 

If poesy floods the golden heart 

As a river of riotous emotion 

It fills us with joy and beauty 

And leads us on to progress and prosperity: 

It bemoans the lot of fallen women. 

It raises its voice against the anguished plight 
of the penurious rabble 

Whose bellies are aflame with shooting tongues 
of hunger. 

‘Why this injustice?’ it challenges the world 

On seeing the wretched dust-clad destitute 
urchins of the street 

Who beg their way pathetically parading their 
empty ‘bread-baskets’ to all and sundry : 

It wages a war on vile ravenous society 

41 



Wherein injustice is perpetrated and disorder 
rules the roast, 

It fights its way forward to egalitarian society. 

(Original : Kavita Sravanti) 
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Hi I Gr l£ i* 


Light, Light, Light 

In the toothless smiles of a babe 

Light, Light, Light 

Of the sun seen by seers great 

Patience, Patience, Patience 

That dwells in the bosom of Mother Earth 

Peace, Peace, Peace 

On the day Man achieves unity 

Happy, Happy, Happy 

Is the heart under control. 

(Original: Velugu) 
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YEAB 


The New Year has come 
Sporting the grandeur of spring 
The New Year has come 
Saying that all the six seasons are equal 
Saying the six tastes are alike equal 
The New Year has come 
Trailing vernal beauties behind 
The five-arrowed God of Love 
Smiting the world with his floral arrows 
Causing horripilations in the hearts [of men and 
women. 

Flashing radiant future before them 
The New Year comes. 

(Original; Ugadi) 
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Uever "to -bixe XTaa.desexvecL 
IDed.ica.-te XTo-ar Life 


My overflowing joy of youth 

My heart like a fullblown juicy flower of love, 

I offered at your feet. 

I hoped, in vain, that we two together 
With linked hands, each a prop to the other. 
Stand our ground in life’s battle. 

I hoped, in vain, that you would prove 
A rock-like prop to my drooping spirit 
When vexatious fears haunted me 
And teased me out of thought 
But you like a bee who having drained the last 
drop of honey from the flower, beats his 
cruel retreat. 

Fled away from me after robbing me 
Of my sparkling youth and full-blown beauty 
Leaving only sorrow to me. 

Fault indeed is mine in offering the holy flower 
of love 
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At your most undeserving feet: 

For generations together 

Woman has been deceived like this 

In her love for unscrupulous lovers and husbands. 

Love is love only when it stands the fiery tests 
and storms of life; 

If such love you fail to find 
Better be a virgin life-long. 

But O! 

Never to the undeserved dedicate your, life 

(Original: Apatruniki 
Jeevitanni 
Arpinchakandi.) 



S-tp;re;yeel 


No jails are found in huts-only hunger and thirst 
Jails are found in multi- storeyed mansions tall 
Gazelles of beauty live in the jails 

The beauty of gazelles is guarded against the 
prying public eye 

By the storeyed mansions that stand sentinel 
every ticking minute 

Ignorance and egotism are the pillars of the 
mansions 

False prestige is the foundation on which they 
firmly rest. 

Double- tongued cobra 

Vily Reynolds of wrong repute 

Tigers guised as goats 

Enter the storeyed mansions 

Without let or hindrance 

Each a sychophant 

They dig their graves each to each 

Storeys are afraid of night 
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They shiver in their shoes 

As if attached by a hooded cobra 

If but a dove of peace greets them 

With smiling eyes in the cool calm of night. 

(Original : Medalu) 
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S'EVO.LT 


Jilted girls 
Robbed housewifes 
Women unfortunate. 

Fumbling in darkness 
Unable to inch your way 
Do not think despair is your way 
And death your goal; 

Let revolt be your aim 
Fight against the past 
Fight against Fate 
Fight against dreams 
Fight against creeds 
Fight, fight, 

Tear away the pages of history of your 
oppression 

And pen pages of new history with your 
dripping hands of red. 

Your innocent desires 
Your cherished liberty 
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Are sacrificed 

At the altar or marriage. 

Your joys and your sorrows 
Are abandoned to fact: 

Demolish controls foisted on you 
And pave the way for future generations. 

You young maids 

Whose minds the forces of darkness consumed 

You stupid girls 

Living a life of daily death 

Revolt! 

Revolt that you may progress 

Revolt that the spirit of equality may grace the 
earth 

Gird your loins 
Are forge ahead 

Turn not like grindstones round and round in 
vain 

Blit turn the tables on. 

(Original: Mee Gamyam Thirugubatu) 



OIF LI&HT 

There falls a rain of Light flooding the entire 
world. 

Nook and corner, mountain and meadow, city 
and the country 

It’s a rain of equality, a rain of belonging 

It is a new rain of Light flooding the entire 
World. 

Nature takes a holy dip in the tide of Light. 

Streams of Joy and Beauty submerge the earth 

Toil and sweat yield disproportionate divid¬ 
ends of profit 

In field and factory. 

All live for one and one lives for all. 

Joy, like moonshine sparkles in the dark 
collyrium-eyed beauties; 

The faces of tiny tots beam with the glow of 
mighty morrow 

Whoever I meet Sprinkles me with water of 
friendship cool and luscious like lavender 

Wherever I go I see a galaxy of aesthetic taste 
and talent 

Each waft of wind is resonant with mazy music 
of no tone. 

Lethal weapons and scenes of war disappear 
altogether 
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Vieldmg place to altars of marriage and and 
surging waves of compassion d 

The values of the bygone bourgeoise society 
While ca^tes^ and crippling creeds crumble 

The huma»ity d “ *° be 2 S “* Ie sh «‘ «f 
The S“” °oL P T Id government has bKomea 

^“necwr enthUSiaSm ““ Iiie rip P Ies of 

And heart 6S ** glGC al ° nS the arteries of the 

With fr eed ° m and liberty everywh 

Freed from poverty and exploitation gone, 

Earth is a continuous feast to the eye. 

(Original: Kanthi Varsham) 



lidna^efa To St&.e-t-airi'beu G-@*xx&±lx 


Bow to you O Mother Kasturi! 

Musk indeed is your name 

Overpowering us with your sweet scenting acts 
of nobility and sacrifice: 

How beautiful your life! 

Your are verily the musk tilak on the forehead 

of the world ! 

You the fortune of Karamchand 
You sacrifice incarnate 
You the first mentor and director 
of your husband in the dread War of 
Independence 

You have annulled all your instincts 
For the sake of your husband’s happiness ! 

Nay, you choose even to part from your 
Dear, dear child without a demur 
To please the whim of your stern husband 
You stood guard to his life and work 
Through thick and thin 
And rightly had Gandhi said: 

My fame rests on her sacrifices’ 

When untouchability rankled and festered 
Like a thorn in the inmost heart of Bharat 
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You carried on the behests of your husband 
with unflinching heroic heart- 
You who are like Goddess Lakshmi 
On the waters of prosperity, 

Willed to serve the weaker sections of humanity 
Deeming it as service to Madhava himself. 



TOIL OF TILEE 


The toil of time made a deep dent into my 
heart 

When I was roaming free under an illusion 
that life is a sequence of sweet memories; 
that every corner of my corporeal frame is fine 
and fragrant like an untouched new-born 
jasmine, 

that every human heart is a scented lake of 
sandal waters, that life to its very end is a 
touching captivating scene of beauty and joy. 
Incarcerating both my body and soul. 

Drawing a limiting line around by knowledge 
and wisdom. 

Time, like a demon, quaffed my dream-ocean to 
the dregs 

When i was glorying in the thought 
that it is not pelf, but poesy, that matters, 
that individuality is more than hunger and 
thirst, 

that a friendly heart is more than all the wealth 
in the world, 

Time, like a serpent, bit into my heart. 

When it seemed that the summun bonum of life 
is but to sing 

In tune with the melodious lyric strains of 
Goddess Saraswati; 

When I was floating on thoughts of the world 



drowned in darkness of superstition with 
cool but piering moon light thought of mine, 
Time attacked me with Poverty, Disease, Fear 
and Insult 

With a view to end my life and thought and 
build a tomb over them. 

Time hurled a net of may hues on me a net of 
pride, prestige and tradition- 
When I was swinging in a swing of imagination 
singing away life in joy of freedom, 

Taking life to be a garland of free thoughts. 

As I was struggling hard with hands and unable 
to free myself from its suffocating toils. 

Time enjoyed the fun to his heart’s content’ 

Now I have broken the shackles of time; 

Now I have unravelled the mysteries of time: 

I roar like a lion 

‘Time, you can’t ensnare the enlightened hearts. 

You don’t have a shibboleth to enter the hearts’ 
of poets. 

Your machinations do not suceeed 
When people are ready to challenge injustice 
and adharma. 

Time, stop your gimmies and go back 
Go back, time” 

The world rocked at my roar 

And time took fright at my fierce demeanouer 

And turning volte face, showed a clean pair of 
heels- 

(Original i Kalam Jalam) 
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